The Bloody Assize
little by little the enthusiasm for them dwindled away.
The Catholics tried to turn the tables on their opponents.
Their first effort was the invention of the Meal Tub Plot.
This was engineered by a notorious midwife named Mrs
Cellier, who had many fashionable clients. She discovered
a good-looking rascal named Dangerfield in a debtor's
prison, and released him at a cost of ^500. Lady Powys
was their patron, and the business was financed by the
Duke of York's party. Dangerfield was to have been the
Gates of the business, and discover the plot and find the
papers in Mrs Cellier's Meal Tub. Lady Powys brought
Dangerfield to the Earl of Peterborough, who introduced
him to the Duke of York; he gave him twenty guineas,
and carried him to the King who gave him forty guineas.
But it is one thing to exaggerate and embroider a plot
that exists and quite another to invent and prove a sham
plot. The wretched fraud was suspected by Coventry and
North. Dangerfield got frightened. He went to Sir Robert
Clayton, then Lord Mayor, and confessed that the whole
business was planned by the Papists to ruin their adversaries.
Barillon described the affair as a zealous effort of the Duke of
York's friends to ruin the Earl of Shaftesbury, but it throws
light on the political methods of the Duke's party.
The Rye House Plot was a more serious affair, and the
executions that followed showed that the Court party were
once more in the ascendant. In 1681 Charles had obtained
an agreement with Louis XIV, for a three years' supply,
and was able to defy the Whigs and dissolve the Parliament
at Oxford. From that time the business of imposing the
Catholic religion upon the country passed out of the hands
of the left-wing Jesuits and other faithful and fanatical
extremists, and was left in the hands of Charles and his
advisers. Titus Gates was no longer a power in the land.
It was not, however, until after the death of Charles
that the Duke of York was able to take his full revenge
upon him. Charles, having considerable knowledge of his
no